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Question One
A protagonist is a concept that can be described as the main character in the story. In most cases, the protagonist becomes the hero in the story. Protagonists are also liable for making fundamental decisions that influence the plot of the story. The protagonist in Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin is Louise Mallard. Some of the adjectives that can be utilized to describe Mrs. Mallard are intelligence and independence. Mrs. Mallard has mastered the right way to behave regardless of the situation in her marriage. She understands the importance of the freedom that she receives after the death of her husband regardless of her emotions. She understands that she should grieve the death of her husband and at the same time have fear for her future. Another adjective that can be used to describe Mrs. Mallard is unhappy. This protagonist is unhappy in her marriage. She is unhappy because this marriage has a lot of restrictions. She is frustrated and restricted due to the rules placed upon her by her husband. She feels that this marriage is a mere trap. “There would be no one to live for during those coming years; she would live for herself. There would be no powerful will bending hers in that blind persistence with which men and women believe they have a right to impose a private will upon a fellow creature" (Chopin 3).  The above quote is a clear indication that Mrs. Mallard was never happy with marriage as an institution since she encountered series of restrictions from her husband. She generally believes that marriage and love are phenomena that restrict people's freedom; hence there are no equal benefits. Based on change and development, this protagonist experiences great changes. The main change is revealed when she gets the news regarding the death of her husband. Immediately after learning about the death of Brently Mallard, she becomes engulfed in grief. “She wept at once, with sudden, wild abandonment, in her sister's arms. When the storm of grief had spent itself, she went away to her room alone” (Chopin 1). The above quote reveals that Mrs. Mallard was sad after receiving this sudden news. After a short while, she changed from a sad to a happy person. This transition indicates a sense of change and development. She is now happy because she has regained her freedom, and her husband will no longer be in control. “When she abandoned herself, a little whispered word escaped her slightly parted lips. She said it over and over under her breath: "free, free, free!" The vacant stare and the look of terror that had followed it went from her eyes” (Chopin 2). The above statement proves that she was indeed excited after these developments. 
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